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Mental Hospitals 


Assignees at the Eastern State Hospital, 
Williamsburg, Va., firmly refused last 
month to work a 79-hour week, an increase 
of seven hours over their normal schedule. 

The increase in hours was demanded by 
the superintendent, Dr. J. E. Barrett, after 
four regular employees quit. Eight of the 
nine COs involved immediately refused and 
many others declared they would refuse if 
asked. The men said they “reiterated their 
desire to offer adequate care for the pa- 
tients” but declared that such labor con- 
ditions were in the best interests of neither 
the patients nor hospital. 

A substitute plan advanced by assignees 
to bring in men from the hospital farm to 
work on the under-staffed wards was de- 
clined by the superintendent who at first 
refused to allow the assignees in question 
to work even their normal 12-hour day 
after they protested the increase. The men 
secured ward keys from other sources, how- 
ever and continued work on their normal 
schedule. 

A. S. Imirie and Col. Simon P. Dunkle 
of Selective Service investigated the situa- 
tion and, after consultations with hospital 
authorities and the American Friends Serv- 
ice Committee, the sponsoring agency, 
tentatively agreed on a plan to reduce as- 
signee hours to 60 per week if 14 new 
CPS men could be assigned. Earlier hints 
of prosecution were dropped, perhaps in 
view of public reaction to the demand that 
CPS men work 79 hours a week for $15 
a month. 

The AFSC, which has strongly supported 
the assignees, has agreed to recruit 14 ad- 
ditional members for the unit, but has 
asked first for a statement that hours 
would not later be raised above 60 for any 

(Continued on page 3) 


CPS Lore 


The following bit of legend comes from 
the west coast fire-fighting camps where, 
during emergencies, CPS men, convicts 
from the state penitentiary, and army units 
on standby duty were thrown together on 
the fire lhne. This particular army unit 
was an air force group returned from 
overseas but not yet released. The story 
teller is Harry Faulconer. 


Three of us sat hunched over a tiny 
camp fire on a bleak, frosty night. I asked 
the wearer of the purple heart how he had 
received it. He told us it was for wounds 
while accounting for the lives of some vast 
number of Japs, 53 I think. 

Our companion was one of the prisoners, 
a Filipino doing the 15th year of a life 
term. He scratched his head momentarily, 
kicked disconsolately at the fire and said, 
with a wry smile, : 

“I killed a Jap, too, but I guess it was 
out of season.” ioe 

The decorated one looked at him with a 
sad expression and said, “No foolin’, is that 
what you’re up for?” 

“That’s what I’m up for,” said the little 
fellow. 

“But if you think that’s funny, here’s a 
guy,” and he indicated me, “who's up be- 
cause he refused to kill Japs.” 
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The CPS population curve began 
to dip in October, after reaching its 
high point Oct. 1, but has not yet 
begun to parallel that of the armed 
forces. 


Demobilization 


Selective Service began to release four- 
year men early this month with the ap; 
parent expectation of discharging all 800 
men or more in this group by Christmas. 

During the first 14 days of November, 
193 men were discharged as being over-age 
or for length of service, a daily average 
of 24. This is close to the 3l-man a day 
clip necessary to accomplish the Christmas 
objective. 

The over-all rate of discharge since 
demobilization began Oct. 1, exclusive of 
the normal physical and dependency re- 
leases, is 11 per day. Virtually all in the 
38-and-over group and those 35 to 38 with 
two years of service have been released. 

Married men and those with dependents 
in the four year service group are now be- 
ing put through the rat am, mill. Single 
four year men are on deck and and are 
expected to be sent for final physical ex- 
aminations about Nov. 20. Following 
them, probably around the first of the year, 
come the three year married, then the 
= yee weg mS 

eyond these groupings, comprising about 
half of CPS, Selective Service wee Sag no 
indication of its plans. 











New Inductions 


Meanwhile Selective Service has also an- 
nounced that it is no longer accepting for 
induction men with three or more children. 
Top induction age has already been 
lowered to 26 so that relatively few men 
would be affected. 


Local Committees 
The beginning of demobilization finds 
pacifists organized to a considerable degree 
to welcome returning CPS men and provide 
so far as faa ag b benefits which they 
do not receive through the GI Bill of 
Rights 


A number of Mennonite Conferences and 
individual churches plan probably the most 


ambitious welcome. Most of these 
to give the men a discharge bonus ranging 
from $5 to $25 a month for time spent in 
CPS (the latter figure is the goal of the 


(Continued on page 3) 


hope 


ACCO Withdraws 


With the announcement that “we have at 
last been honest with ourselves and true 
to our men,” the Association of Catholic 
Conscientious Objectors last month severed 
all relationship with the NSBRO, effective 
immediately. 

The action was not, the statement em- 
phasized, similar to that of the American 
Friends Service Committee which set March 
2 as the date on which it considered its 
CPS responsibilities terminated. The 
ACCO, as one of the four original sponsors 
of CPS, declared that it should never have 
been in the program in the first place. 

The statement was addressed to Paul 
Comly French by Arthur T. Sheehan, ACCO 
Executive Secretary, after a majority of the 
90 or so Catholic CPS men voted in favor 
of immediate withdrawal. No figures were 
given. 

The ACCO has been administering two 
CPS hospital units, the Alexian Brothers 
Hospital in Chicago, and the Rosewood, 
Md., State Training School. The Rosewood 
unit, to which have been transferred many 
of the functions of the ACCO headquarters, 
had initiated the proposal, it was under- 
stood, and was virtually unanimous in favor 
of it. Some doubt was expressed among the 
Chicago assignees as to the terms and 
language of the statement, but this was 
over-ruled. 

Alexian assignees later asked the Brethren 
Service Committee to assume sponsorship 
of their unit, a step which was considered 
likely last week. Men at Rosewood, how- 
ever, desired an unqualified government 
camp status. , 

The Catholic group thus becomes the 
third to withdraw from the administration 
of CPS as the result of dissatisfaction. The 
War Resisters League withdrew in protest 
early in the war, while the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation last year asked for a con- 
sultative rather than full membership in the 
NSBRO in an attempt to disassociate it- 
self with CPS’s conscriptive features. 

Because of the importance of the Catholic 
statement, Tue Reporter here reprints it in 
full. Text of Letter 


“Upon the recommendation and request 
of our men in Civilian Public Service camps 
(Continued on page 2) 


co Hero 


Most of the state of Virginia and a large 
share of the yest of the country last month 
vied in heaping honors and praise on Cpl. 
Desmond T. Doss, I-A-O conscientious ob- 
jector and the latest national hero. 

After Doss’ receipt of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, the city of Lynchburg, 
his home town, outdid itself in celebration. 
Doss was feted at official functions and 
dinners. The American Legion awarded 
him a lifetime membership and sponsored 
a cash donation which it started off with 
a $100 contribution. A city parade was 
held in his honor, in which there appeared 
city officials, the Veterans of Forei 
American >= Civil Air Patrol, Vv 
Scouts, Girl uts, Red Cross, Virginia 
State Guard, and the Nurses Corps 

The city of Newport News invited him 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Discharges 


The following men have been discharged 
or authorized for discharge. Those listed 
under “Overage” are those 38 and over and 
those 35 to 38 with two years of service. 


RELEASED 

Overage 
Ames, la.: 
Augus.a, “Me., Hospital : 


Henry F. Palsemeier, David B. Parke. 
Martin C. Luke, Fred- 
erick Underwood. 


Bedford, Va.: William B. Ackerman, Richard R. 
Catlett, George J. Schultz. 

Belden, Cal.: cay Maiden, Robert C. Schwartz. 
Belton, Mont.: Elmer 8. Kropf, Arthur A. Liebelt, 
Samuel J. Troy yer. 

Beltsville, Md., i. Station: Samuel P. Kuhns. 

Big Flats, N. Y.: Joseph O. Edmonds, Jeremiah 
P. Edwards, Theodore N. Haines, William R. 


Huntington, Paul G. Lange, James M. Read, 
Donald -B. Somers, Richard M. Sprague, Victor 
A. Ward. 


sae Va. (Mt. Weather): Frank M. Stein-, 

Pan Md.: Homer 1. Detrow, Benjamin F. Hoy- 
land, Henry P. Meyers. 

Camino, Cal.: Tom Kaufman, Martin D. Lefever, 
Gilbert. C. Slagel, Abraham e Warkentin. 

Cascade : Charles G Clardy, Earl R. 
Goodrich, Noble 8. Miller, Paul S. Wadsworth. 

Catonsville, Md., Hospital: John E. Dengier. 

Caiengs, | =. (Alexian) : Kay H. Beach, Louis P. 
Neuma 

Coleville, "Cal.: William B. D. Doxford, James D. 
Dyer, Frank C. Karlin, Robert E. Pratt, Lewis 


H. Rementer, Walter H. Wright. 
Colorado Springs, Col.: Walter A. Dirks, Willie 
J. Hohmann, Clarence oo | : 
Concord, N. H., Hospital: Frederic W. Errett, 


Hen: L. Stovall. 
Geshasmun, O.: Winslow Ames, Raymond C. Buss, 


Herbert F. Murray, Marion D. Schrock. 

CPS Dairy Tester: Conn., Wilbert L. Moore; 
Pa., Jesse Roth. 

CPS Farmer: Wis., Ivan E. Roth; Conn., Neal 
C. Wallace. 

CPS Guinea Pig: New Haven, Conn., George 
Loveland. 

Denison, la.: W » I. Casady, Herman M. 
Liechty, John H. Reimer. 

Downey, Ida.: Carl J. Diebel, Ralph Kropf. 
Durham, N. C., Hospital: Russel P. Brotsman, 
William B. McLaughlin. 
Elkton, Ore.: Lloyd R. Keeney, H. John Mills, 
Loyde W. Osburn, Virgil E. Stackhouse, Ellis 


T. Williams. 

Farnhurst, Del., Hospital: Carl Gerber, Jr. 

Ft. Collins, Col.: Clifford R. Andrews, h> Xe 
Braun, Paul R. Kauffman, Alfred J. idox, 
Hugh A. Medill, Chester W. Seasee, Ora J. 


Yoder. 
Gatlinburg, Tenn.: Lloyd Frankenberg, M. Fred 
Wilson R. 


Reeve, Arthur Rutter. 
Glendora, Cal.: Winfred 8. Brown, 
Cunningham, Daniel V. H. Faith, Henry V. Gei- 
ger, Otto Hunsicker, Robert H. Knoblach, nant 
D. Magill, August J. Matula, Joseph M 
Emlen Palmer, Robert H. Pare, Henry G. 
erman, Roger C. Thorpe, Elmo W. ay 

Greystone, N. J., Hospital: — L. Houser, Ho- 
mer C. Martin, Henry J. 

Hagerstown. Md.: Harold e Washout, 

Zook. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Huspital: Roy E. Ulrich 

Hill City, S. Dy: Floyd E. Yoder. 

Howard, R. L., Hospital: ee ee arenes: 

Independence, Ia., ospital : J. Bick- 
hert, Loren Walters. 

Lafayette, R. 1, Training School: Raymond Sun- 
derland. 

Lapine, Ore.: Valentino D. Baima, Knut W. 
Johansson, Selmer O. Nelson, Joseph Tan-Dit- 
ter. 


Isaac 


Lincoln, Nebr., Ps Byron C Google. 
Lincoln, Nebr. : H. Becker, Abraham 
_ A ‘ “Friesen, John N bg ore 


Logansport, Ind., Hospital 

Lyons, N. J., Hospital: Robert H 
Col.’: George H. Fargo, Hioben C. Hub- 

Medaryville Ind.: Kenneth W. Burkholder, Aure- 


lius Frey, Daniel R. Grieser, Samuel M. 
ere Andrew J. Hershberger. 


L * 

— dietown, Conn., Hospital: Eugene Kauk, Paul 
Muehlke, Roy Nesbitt, John Yanger. 

Minerevil Cal.: Voute. 

Missoula, Mont.: Addison R. Carlson. 

Newtown, Conn., Hospital: an rge O. Harrold. 

North F Fork, Cal.: Robert G. Dewhirst, Weldon 

D. Woodson 


Philadelphia, "Ps. (Gpectal Forest Service): Basil 
Meserve. 
Pucrto Rico: Robert L. Bogue, Roland E. Hol- 
Powellsville, Md.: Lester A. Miller, Charles W. 
Ollard. 


Provo, Utah, aga od John B. Lee, Jr. 
Spring City, Pa., School : Barton Alex- 
ander, Robert L. Coe, Ernest B. Fincher, Ernest 


H. Hardy. 
Sykesville, Md., Hospital: Edward L. Berger, 


Walter Jantz, 


ge tl 8. Custer, Martin Goldwasser, Ralph 
Tallahassee, Fla. : mg E. Bernhardt, Philip E. 
George W Romine. 
Mont.: Amos kK. Fisher, Miller, 

a md Roth, Herbert W. Wiebe, Francis H. 

oder. 
Three Rivers, Cal.: Henry H. 
Pfeister. 
Trenton, N. D.: Oscar E. Johnson, L. Robert 
Johnson, James B. Stalvey. 
Warren, Pa., Hospital: John M. Dombrowski, 
Walter 8. ieski. 
Wellston, Mich.: George F. Hanson, Edward C. 
Knight, John Sokoly. 
Ypsilanti, Mich., Hospital: Ernest J. Forsythe, 
Sam ichert. 


OTHER DISCHARGES 
For Physical Disability 

CPS Guinea Pig: aes L. Kadet. 
Denison, Ia.: George T. Benner. 
Gatlinburg, Tenn. : Howard F. Griffith. 
Harrisburg, Pa., Hospital : Alvin C. Yoder. 
Marion, Va., Hospital: Jay K. aga 
Three Rivers, Cal.: LaMar Garbe: 
Trenton, N. D.: Harold OR metal 


Ypsilanti, Mich., Hospital: Willie E. Miller. 
For Dependency Reasons 
Bowie, Md.: Lee A. Weaver. 


Colony, Va., Hospital: Joseph W. Miller. 
Glendora, Cal.: John A. Stevenson, Jr. 
Warren, Pa., Hospital: Harold N. Moldenke. 


Hardship 
College Park, Md., Ag. Station: Vern G. Myer. 
Walked Out 


Camino, Cal.: Steve Efseaff. 


ACCO Withdraws— (from page 1) 


and units, it has been decided to withdraw 
the Association of Catholic Conscientious 
Objectors from membership in the National 
Service Board for Religious Objectors and 
from all further responsibility for or par- 
ticipation in the administration of the 
Civilian Public Service program. 

“Very soon after the opening of our New 
Hampshire camps, it became generally evi- 
dent that most of the men directly con- 
cerned with the programs, the COs them- 
selves who were attempting to present an 
effective rejection of war, were strongly o 
posed to the situation wherein the tradi- 
tional pacifist leadership allied itself with 
the military in administering conscription, 
one of the most essential phases of the war 
effort. 

“Nevertheless, in the hope that it would 
be possible to work out the difficulties and 
ultimately bring about a fair and honest 
interpretation of the status of the CO, we 
continued our membership, although finan- 
cial limitations forced the closing of our 
camps. These hopes were never realized. 

“Instead the program degenerated into 
system of punishing a minority under the 
guise of a democratically-given opportunity 
to fulfill alternative service and, in so do- 
ing, establishing a precedent whereby other 
minorities could conceivably be similarly 
punished by enforced and unpaid labor 


under the actual direction of those most 
interested in silencing their voices. 

“Not only did the religious sponsoring 
agencies, including the ACCO, continue 
their cooperation; but in effect if not in 
intent, they assured the program’s ‘success’ 
by cushioning and absorbing whatever pro- 
test the men in camp managed to shake 
loose from their resulting burden of dis- 
illusionment and frustration. 

“These men would rather rot in concentra- 
tion camps than bear arms in an unjust 
war. But if slavery is the price they must 
pay for conscience’s sake, let us not dis- 
guise that fact! 


“Ignores Justice” 

“It is our duty to uphold the Christian 
ideal of evangelic love at all times; but 
there can be no great or lasting merit in 
a program of involuntary servitude that 
ignores the basic Christian concept of jus- 
tice. To attempt to identify this ideal of 
evangelic love (embracing the testimony by 
service and ‘second mile’ philosophies so 
often used to justify the CPS program) 
with a program under which the ‘service’ is 
a conscript service and the ‘second mile’ is, 
imposed under penalty of imprisonment is 
far from upholding it. It is, rather, to 
distort these ideals and expose them to the 
contempt and ridicule of those who neither 
accept nor understand the Christian coun- 
sels of perfection. 

“The withdrawal of the ACCO will have 
little actual effect upon the CPS program; 
perhaps the only beneficial result will lie 
in the satisfaction arising from the realiza- 
tion that we have at last been honest with 
ourselves and true to our men by breaking 
with a system that has betrayed their efforts 
to make a sincere stand for peace in the 
most total of mankind’s wars. 

“And perhaps, since we are one of the 
four original religious agencies to sponsor 
the. ill-fated program, our withdrawal may 
have some efiect upon the remaining spon- 
sors by placing before them the issue of 
whether they can justifiably continue CPS 
to the bitter end im the face of a rising 
opposition to the program and its injustices. 

“In announcing its decision to cease par- 
ticipation in the CPS program by next 
March, one of the principal sponsors has 
stated in effect that / that time they will 
have discharged their obligations under the 
Selective Service Act. We feel that it is 
time for the NSBRO and its member 
agencies to consider instead their respon- 
sibility to the men who have actually con- 
tinued the pacifist traditions so highly 
treasured by them and place the full re- 
sponsibility for the remainder of the pro- 
gram in the hands of Selective Service by 
withdrawing now in full recognition of the 
error that was originally made in conceiv- 
ing and continuing CPS to this point. 


Doubt Extent of Support 


“Even. if a majority of the men in CPS 
favored its continuance, it would be in order 
for the pacifist leadership to determine if 
further collaboration with the military au- 
thority can be reconciled with their tradi- 
tions of defending the freedom of individual 
conscience. It seems very unlikely however, 
that such a majority in favor of the pro- 
gram could be obtained if the decision were 
placed in the hands of the men actually 
involved. 


“Whatever good has come forth from 


CPS must be credited to the men them- 
selves and not to the situation into which 
they were forced. The special project op- 
portunities came into being largely as a 
result of the men’s rejection of a camp pro- 
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gram of national unimportance. 

“Even developments such as the Mental 
Hygiene Program came about in spite of, 
not because of, the CPS program which 
tended instead to enervate the initiative 
and crush the ideals of most of the men by 
isolating them and establishing in them a 
sort of second class citizenship for minor- 
ities who dare to make a stand against the 
+ ot demands of the modern secular 

tate. 

“It is requested that this withdrawal of 
the ACCO be duly recognized by striking 
the Association’s name from the NSBRO 
letterhead and ‘list of members, and by 
making proper announcement of this action 
in Tue Reporter and other NSBRO in- 
formation outlets. 

“Sincerely yours in Christ, Arthur T. 
Sheehan.” 


Demobilization—(from page 1) 


Fulton County, Ohio, church and an Amish 
community in Iowa). The Lancaster Con- 
ference, largest of the Old Mennonite 
group, will give $10 for each month of CPS 
service. Other groups were still debating 
the question. 

It was doubted whether either the 
Brethren or Friends could duplicate this 
offer, but through the Interagency De- 
mobilization Committee, will attempt to 
meet the needs of discharged men so far 
as possible. 

The Committee has aided in organizing 
and correlating a series of local committees 
all over the country and it is thro the 
latter that most of such help will ex- 
tended. Local groups will be prepared to 
offer employment assistance, vocational 
advice, financial help, legal aid, and any 
other services which they can perform. 

Committees also hope to provide hos- 
pitality for transient CPS men, as well as 
those who plan to settle in the area. 

When in the following areas, get in touch 
with : 

List of Committees 

Boston: George L. Paine, chairman, 
Greater Boston Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion, 6 Park Street, Boston, Mass. 

Chicago: Joseph Albrecht, Methodist 
Commission on World Peace, 740 Rush 
Street, Chicago 11, Il. 

Cincinnati: Martin Dresher, 7315 Read- 
ing Road, Cinéinnati, Ohio. 

Cleveland: Leon Robison, Euclid Avenue 
Baptist Church, 1926 East 18th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Columbus: Keith Howard, Educational 
Director, CPS Unit No. 73, Columbus State 
Hospital, Columbus, Ohio. 

Denver: Mrs. Margaret Eberhart, YWCA, 
Denver, Colo. 

Detroit: Lawrence McGary, 5753 Stan- 
ton, Detroit 8, Mich. 

Indianapolis: Rev. Blaine E. Kirk- 
patrick, 2440 North MHarding Street, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Minneapolis-St. Paul: Arthur Sternberg, 
1715 James Avenue, St. Paul 5, Minn. 

New York City: Abraham Kaufman, War 
Resisters League, Room 1025, 5 Beekman 
Street, New York 7; or Josiah P. Marvel, 
Quaker Emergency Service, 241 Lexington 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Northern California: Ruth B, Woodard, 
executive secretary, Northern California 
Service Board for Religious Objectors, 2151 
Vine Street, Berkeley 7, Cal. 

Philadelphia: Herbert Hadley, Phila- 
delphia Council for COs, 1831 Chestnut 


Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Those interested 
in Chester County, outside Philadelphia, 
might get in touch with Joseph H. Platt, 
R. D. 1, Glen Mills, Pa. 

Portland: Orval Etter, Oregon Service 
Board, 1420 East 20th Street, Eugene, Ore. 

St. Louis: The Rev. Ervin Ingles, First 
Congregational Church, Lockw Avenue, 
Webster Groves, Mo. 

Seattle: Paul B. Johnson, Seattle Friends 
a 3959 15th Avenue N-E., Seattle, 
_ Southern California: John Wyse, Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee, Box 966, 
> Washingwey Sc 8 Coxe, P 

ington, D. C.: Spencer Coxe, Peace 
Associates, Inc., 1334 19th Street, N.W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Wichita: Laurence 8. Holmes, 2201 Maple 
Avenue, Wichita, Kans. 

For further information, write to the 
Interagency. Demobilization Committee, 
se POBox 1636, Washington 13, 


Mental Hospitals— (from page 1) 
reason. This request was being debated 


last week. 
Ypsilenti 


At the same time, the State of Michigan 
was urging COs to remain in mental hos- 
pital work after their —“} One such 
assignee was hired at the Ypsilanti State 
Hospital after receiving his CPS release, was 
given seniority credit for the time already 
spent in hospital work and was placed in 
the maximum salary bracket open to him. 

Thomas J. Wilson, State Personnel Direc- 
tor, wrote Dr. O. R. Yoder, hospital super- 
intendent, to “do everything we possibly 
can to keep these people in our service.” 

“If you have any suggestions what we 
might do to attraet them,” he added, “I 
would be happy te have them. You can 
be assured we will give them every con- 
sideration possible.” 

In an interview with the Detroit Free 
Press, yp on — d —_ over 
prospects of losing the 75 men in the unit 
and said he did not know what he would 
do when they were released. 

A somewhat similar statement came from 
Connecticut where Dr. Neil A. Dayton, 
superintendent of the Mansfield State 
Training School, told newsmen that the 
help situation would be critical after the 
COs left. 

“We thought we would be able to heave 
a sigh of relief once the war is ended and 
our employment problem was over, but 
that sigh still has to be held back,” he was 
quoted as saying. He said that the CPS 
men had been good workers and entirely 


satisfactory. 
Middletown 


At the Middletown, Conn., State Hos- 
pital, assignees had a little trouble correct- 
ing a misquotation by the United Press, 
which reported their suggestions for better 
conditions at the institution as a demand 
for a pay raise for themselves. _ 

Actually, the men were proposing that 
regular attendants be raised to $100 a 
month, plus maintenance, from the $67 to 
$87 current scale, and their work week be 
reduced from 57 to 40 hours. The 44 COs 
would not have been affected but were 
urging the to correct “poor work- 
ing incentives and personnel practices.” 

“We also feel,” they added, “that our 
presence as free and compulsory labor has 
enabled and is enabling these institutions 
to avoid raising their standards of working 
conditions.” 


COs and the Law 


The U. 8. Supreme Court’s famous Macin- 
tosh decision, declaring that an alien con- 
scientious objector may not become an 
American citizen, was being challenged last 
month in Boston. 

James Girouard, a Canadian Seventh Day 
Adventist who takes the non- .»:batant 
sition, applied for American citi ip 
some months ago. Girouard was willing to 
accept a I-A-O classification, although he 
was never called for service. 

Citizenship was ted by a Federal Dis- 
trict Court, but the decision was reversed 
in the Circuit Court of Appeals. Girouard 
is now asking the Supreme Court to con- 
sider the case. If the hearing is granted, 
the American Civil Liberties Union will 
support him in a brief as friend of the 
court. 

A number of alien non-combatants in the 
army have already been granted citizen- 
ship during this war by District Courts, 
despite the rulings of the Supreme Court 
a decade ago. 

Meanwhile the Supreme Court denied an 
application for rehearing in the case of 
Clyde W. Summers, Illinois lawyer denied 
admission to the bar because of his refusal 
to bear arms. This refusal was sustained 
by the Supreme Court in a five-to-four de- 
cision last June. 

In Prison 

A total of 45 men, designated as COs and 
JWs by the Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
were sent to prison between Oct. 19 and 
Nov. 5 for violations of the Selective Serv- 
ice Act. Of the total, 31 were Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. sindsdeaipeiiecbtlanlel eased 


Death 


David Denlinger Landis, 32-year-old Men- 
nonite assignee of the Grottoes, Va., camp, 
was killed in an auto accident Nov. 2 while 
returning to camp after a furlough. 

Two other assignees in the car, Marvin 
Eschelman and Paul Lafever, also of 
Grottoes, were seriously injured, although 
their condition was said to be improving 
last week. 

The men had just left their homes in 
Lancaster County, Pa., the evening of Nov. 
2. Eschelman was ing. On a three- 
lane highway near Mountville, Pa., while 
passing a truck, their car sideswiped an ap- 
proaching car and the collision threw them 
across the path of a third. Landis was kilied 
instantly and their auto was virtually de- 
molished. 

Landis was single, was listed as a farm- 
hand, and had been in the Grottoes Camp 
since Aug. 22, 1941. He was scheduled for 
discharge next month. 

The death is the 27th in CPS. 

William p 

The previous day another Mennonite as- 
signee, William H. Chupp, was shot in the 
right eye during a hunting accident and had 
to have the eye removed. A CPS farm 
assignee attached to the Lancaster County, 
Pa., unit, he was hunting with his employer 


at the time. Softball 

Meanwhile two members of the Marion, 
Va., Hospital unit were back at work after 
a softball accident in which two assignees 
collided while going after a high fly. 

Donald E. was incapacitated for 
eight days, Claude L. Good for 81. The 
latter suffered a fracture of the skull, con- 
cussion and complications including a 
broken nose and torn eyelid. He was un- 
conscious for the first 24 hours. 
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CO Notes 


The Honorable Rhys J. Davies, Labor 
Member of the British Parliament now 
touring this country under the auspices of 
the AFSC, spoke recently at Bethel Col- 
lege, Kansas. He told his Mennonite au- 
dience that there were 12,000 COs in Eng- 
land during the First War, 65,000 in World 
War II, and predicted there would be a 
half million in World War III if it came 
within ten years. ; 

Despite Davies’ pacifist views, he has 
been re-elected eight times to Parliament 
and in the last election took 1,800 out of 
2,000 soldier votes in his district from his 
opponent, an army general. 


SS Budget 

Congress recently cut billions of dollars 
from the present government budget esti- 
mates. Main cuts were in war agency bud- 
gets now that the war is over. 

During the hearings on the measure, how- 
ever, Selective Service asked for an in- 
crease of $7,695,720. One of the bases for 
the suggested increase was the fact that 
the Friends were withdrawing from the pro- 
gram and it would take additional money 
to maintain assignees. ; 

Selective Service did not get the increase, 
and, in fact, was cut nearly $3,000,000 on 
a $52,000,000 budget. What effect this would 
have on CPS was not known. 


Dairy Expert 
“Dairy News” reports that Paul Chafee, 
CPS dairy herd tester in Michigan, was 
featured in a radio broadcast with the 
county agricultural agent over an Ann Ar- 
bor station recently. They discussed “How 
to Make More Profit in Dairy Business.” 


Fire Fighters 

Belton, Mont., assignees ‘were praised for 
their fire-fighting abilities recently by the 
Omaha Regional Office of the National Park 
Service. ; 

“The period Aug. 25 to Sept. 24 was, I 
am informed, one of the most critical fire 
periods ever experienced in the Glacier 
vicinity,” wrote Lawrence C. Merriam, Re- 
gional Director. “Had it not been for the 
wholehearted willingness and exceptionally 
fine suppression action and cooperation 
‘demonstrated by each and every member of 
CPS Camp No. 55, the loss of extensive 
forested areas might have resulted. 

“This is a genuine conservation accom- 
plishment of outstanding national impor- 
tance, and CPS Camp No. 55 can be justly 
proud of the important contribution the 
entire camp made in meeting emergency.” 


Frozen Fund 


Most CPS men would be satisfied to see 
the frozen farm fund, now about $1,100,000, 
used for world relief purposes, according to 
an informal poll of camper opinion. 

Some men felt emphatically that the 
money ought only to be appropriated to 
private relief agencies, but the majority 
was willing to have it given to UNRRA. 
Alternatives, all of which received some 
support, were that the money be used for 
CPS dependency needs or a post-demobi- 
lization education fund, or that it be dis- 
tributed in cash to assignees themselves, 
either to all the men or just those who had 
worked for it. 

A great many men had doubts that Con- 
gress would accept advice on the fund, no 
matter what the decision was. 


CO Hero—(from page 1) 


to transfer his residence. Intense publicity 
surrounded his every move, his wife’s cook- 
ing ability and his future plans as a florist. 
Loyal supporters argued publicly over 
whether or not he was really a conscientious 
objector. In any event, they felt, the de- 
scription was inaccurate. 

No less startling, from the NSBRO point 
of view, was the national reaction. The 
great mass of clippings received by the 
NSBRO on the subject were almost unan- 
imously friendly and made no attempt, 
for the most part, to differentiate between 
I-A-O and IV-E COs. Some waxed almost 
lyrical over the courage and virtues of this 
misunderstood group. 

The situation prompted at least 38 edi- 
torials on COs, 25 from southern papers, 
13 from the north—perhaps because Doss, 
himself, is a Virginian. Five of the total 
drew a sharp line between Medical Corps 
COs and those who refuse all military 
service, but the remainder either generously 
included all.types in their sympathetic 
understanding, or seemed not to be aware 
of the difference. 


Only Two Antagonistic 


Only two papers remained frankly antag- 
bnistic to CPS men, while five others 
pointed out that Doss proved no generaliza- 
tions were possible. Perhaps the most ful- 
some was the Kingsport, Tenn., Times 
which declared: 

“ ... To be called a conscientious ob- 
jector is not to be insulted at all. If it is, 
it is the same kind of insult that the old 
Romans used when they called a man a 
Christian. . . . As a matter of cold record, 
the story of the American CO will show that 
this group did serve the country loyally 
and well. It’s a good record without 
glamour. . . . The distinction between moral 
and physical courage is something which 
they (people) do not appreciate. To them 
the CO is a man ‘without red blood in his 
veins.’ The COs faced ridicule and humilia- 
tion and in some cases even physical 
punishment. They were given menial jobs 
and hard jobs .. . (under) conditions which 
had the effect of making them little better 
than prisoners of war. A great many of 
these people were well educated, intelligent 
men who took everything that an unkind 
fate had for them. You can call such peo- 
ple a lot of things but not cowards .. .” 

So complimentary was the editorial that 
one reader wrote in to protest. What about 
ull the people that went into military serv- 
ice, he asked in effect, didn’t they do any- 
thing? 

Quotations from other papers: 

Chicago, Ill., Times: “News of the past 
week should make it clearer to all of us 
that nations as well as individuals must 
follow the creed of Corp. Doss. Nations 
must become conscientious objectors to 
war. Nations are going to be forced to 
partake in some measure of the high 
spiritual driving power connoted in such a 
man as Doss, or face the completely 
realistic alternative of utter destruction.” 


None Likes Killing 


Newport News, Va., Times Herald: “Cpl. 
Does has typified the spirit of America at 
its best. Americans do not like to kill. 
They go into battle only as a last resort 
and as a necessity to preserve their free- 
dom, but they have always in them the 
milk of human kindness, the quality of 
mercy ‘which falleth as the gentle rain 
(sic) from Heaven’.” 


Louisville, Ky., Courier-Journal: “We 
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seemed to have come belatedly to this 
knowledge of the CO as a human being, 
with normal powers to be utilized and for 
the most part freely given. We have 
learned much of the human personality and 
its stoutness. And we have learned, to 
serve us in good stead in the future, that no 
man is to be brushed aside, ignored, wasted, 
for the mere fact of his nonconformity. 
For this, there is the eternal object lesson 
of Desmond T. Doss.” 

Augusta, Ga., Chronicle: “The conscien- 
tious objector, that rare, too often ma- 
ligned person who is unhappiest during 
periods of war, deserves something said in 
his behalf. He is scoffed at, looked upon 
with scorn and sometimes called a coward 
... but more than likely most of those who 
profess to be COs are genuine and feel 
deeply about their convictions. That the 
CO is not, as a rule, a coward was estab- 
lished last week. . . This experience, we 
believe, proves that no man is competent 
to judge what is in another man’s con- 
science.” 

Charleston, W. Va., Mail: “Proof that 
service to country in time of war and re- 
ligious objections to taking up arms are 
compatible is given by . . Doss.” 

St. Louis, Mo., Globe-Democrat: “In 
honoring him with the nation’s highest 
award for gallantry, this country also honors 
all the sincere conscientious objectors who 
braved public condemnation to remain true 
to their convictions.” 

Philadelphia, Pa., Bulletin: “The lot of 
the man with a conscience about war has 
not been easy, but recognition of one of 
their number for his valorous conduct re- 
dounds to the credit of all others who have 
served well.” 

And so forth. 


Which Press Service D’Ya Read? 


_Almost secretly, by comparison, the na- 
tion’s other CO symbol returned to the 
country last month. Sergt. Lew Ayres de- 
barked at San Francisco “yellowed from 
atabrine, looking older than his 36 years 
and uncertain about his future.” News- 
papers reported that he received a friendly 
and curious welcome and that the crowd 
“applauded him a little more loudly than 
it did the other 1,756 Army men who de- 
barked from the ship.” 

The United Press quoted him as saying 
that, while he retained his aversion to kill- 
ing, he thought a year’s military service 
“might be a good idea.” The AP, however, 
said only that he parried questions beyond 
stating that he was still a pacifist and hoped 
to find some job teaching “men to get along 
with one another and to love one another.” 








